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‘Canada is as rich in varieties of English as a second language (ESL) as in first-language
varieties’ (Chambers 1991: 95). However, ‘in the bilingual situations where immigrant languages
and English come together, the research (...) is sparse, and most of it has been directed at the
immigrant languages rather than English’ (Chambers 1991: 96). To set out to remedy this gap, the
present investigation examines the tape-recorded speech of ten Japanese-Canadian (JC) individuals
for the simplification of word-final consonant clusters ending in /-t, d/. The paper’s goals are to
characterize the status of JC English in relation to other contact-induced varieties and to assess the
changes it undergoes.

/-t, d/ deletion is a phonological process that results in the loss of a final apical stop (/-t/ or /-d/)
when it is the last member of a consonant cluster. It has been extensively studied in a wide variety
of English dialects (Fasold 1972, Guy 1980, Labov 1972, Labov et al. 1968, Neu 1980, Wolfram
1969, Wolfram and Fasold 1974) including those that have experienced language contact (Bayley
1994, Bailey and Thomas 1998, Holmes and Bell 1994, Kahn 1991, Patrick 1991, Santa Ana 1992,
Schreier 2003, Torbert 2001, Wolfram and Christian 1976, Wolfram, Christian and Hatfield 1986,
Wolfram, Childs and Torbert 2000).

The present study examines data recorded from nine second-generation and one third-
generation adult JC English speaker (seven males and three females). They are located and
recruited by means of the “friend of a friend” method (Milroy 1980). Except the third-generation
speaker who has been speaking only English at home, these speakers grew up as bilinguals,
speaking Japanese with their parents at home. At the time of data collection, all use English as their
main home language. The data for the quantitative analyses were obtained from sociolinguistic
interviews. Data entry and variable rule analysis were conducted using GOLDVARB 2001, a
multivariate analysis application for Windows developed at York University.

The results indicate that the ten speakers approximate the general pattern: vowel < pause <
obstruent with respect to the effect of the following phonetic environment. The effect of the
morphological status of /-t, d/, however, demonstrates substantial interspeaker variation among old
second-generation speakers. A large variety of individual patterns among them suggests that they
possess different internal grammars that have been affected by the substratum language in varying
degrees.
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